On July 1, current Coast to Coast store owners, Barry and Rosie 
utz, will hand over the business to Brenda and Tom Peterson (left to 
ight). The Lutz name has been associated with the Camas store 


since its inception nearly 50 years ago. Tom Peterson has worked for 
Coast to Coast for roughly the last nine years as district sales man- 
ager. Staff photo by Chris Clohessy. 


Q Coast to Coast will change 
ownership starting next month 
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Throughout the nearly 50 years that a Coast to Coast store has operated in 
Camas, the Lutz name has been associated as owner. But, on July 1,a new own- 
ership tradition will begin. 

Barry and Rosie Lutz, the current caretakers of Coast to Coast, are leaving 
the business and handing control over to new owners, Tom and Brenda 
Peterson. 

“We thought it was time,” Barry Lutz said of the decision to sell. “It’s been a 
great run here.” 

Although they will be new faces in the store, the Petersons aren’t new to 
Coast to Coast. For the last nearly nine years, Tom Peterson served as district 
manager for Coast to Coast, an independently owned coop retail chain. “I've 
been on the road the whole time,” the Vancouver resident noted, adding that his 
position placed him in stores throughout western and easter Washington. 

Coast to Coast has been in Camas since 1950, a year afier Barry Lutz’s par- 
ents, George and Cassie, moved to the community and purchased the franchise. 
Barry has been involved with the business for many of the years since, except 
for a time in another career field. He returned in 1968 and bought the store two 
years later. 

The store operated for a majority of its years in its original location at the cor- 
ner of Northeast Fifth Avenue and Birch Street until the Lutzs bought their cur- 
rent larger building at the comer of Northeast Fourth Avenue and Dallas Street. 

With the decision made, it was a matter of finding the right people to take 
over. In the store one day, the current and future owners struck up a conversa- 
tion about the business. “Tom asked how much the store is worth,” Barry re- 
called. 

“Tom impressed me. He had the hands-on knowledge,” Barry said, adding 
that he previously managed a retail drug store before joining Coast to Coast. 
“He wants to do what I've kind of done,” Barry continued. “He wants to make 
the business better than it’s ever been.” 

“It’s a family deal,” Rosie offered, noting that they consulted with their chil- 
dren before deciding to sell. 

The Lutzs’ children, along with all other employees of the store, have been 
offered continuing positions at the store if they want to remain after the business 
changes hands. ; 

While the Petersons are taking over the business, the Lutzs still own the 
building and the rental business spaces above. They plan to é com- 
munity, other than time spent traveling. A 


